Monarch

a knitwear mini collection
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Yarn, Color, and Pattern Direction

Trends are continuing to show consumers prefer sustainable
options. This includes sustainability in materials used, so
whenever possible, the majority of a yarn’s composition
should be a natural fiber. Wool and cotton are the classic
choices that are well-known and loved by consumers.
However, hypoallergenic fibers—such as alpaca—should be
considered an alternative to wool. Another fiber to consider is
bamboo; these yarns offer a whole new range of textures to the
consumer.

Depending on where you look, colors are trending both more
saturated and less saturated. By using a dark background color,
you can incorporate both desaturated and saturated colors
together to create eye-catching looks. To do this, patterns and
prints are needed.

Escapism and nostalgia are as popular as ever. So, pieces that
feel imaginative and draw from the past are more likely to
speak to consumers than simple pieces. Patterns and prints
should be prominent when used but feel nostalgic. Taking
advantage of naturally occurring patterns is a great option.

Trends




Monarch Sweater
Dress

A sweater dress featuring a dual-layered skirt using
jacquard knitting to produce the pattern.

Designs



Monarch Pullover
Sweater

A pullover sweater with bell sleeves, ribbing, and a
jacquard knitting pattern on the sleeves.
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Designs



Monarch Single
Button Cardigan

A single button cardigan featuring the jacquard knitting
pattern on both the front of the cardigan as well as on the
sleeves.

Designs



Monarch Vest

A sweater vest with a turtleneck and jacquard knitting
pattern on both the front and the back.

Designs



Monarch Sweater
Dress Underskirt

The underskirt of the dress features a seperate
pattern than the over skirt.

Dress Callout



Colorways



Yarn and Stitches

A lighter weight yarn is preferable to allow for the garments to drape properly, such as a dk
weight yarn made from bamboo or superwash merino.

Because the emphasis in these designs is on the prints rather than the stitching, the knits
should consist of jerseys and 1x1 ribs.

Tencel Bamboo Double by Go Handmade yarn is a great
example of the yarn’s preferred drape and slight sheen.

Made from a combination of tencel (40%) and bamboo
viscose (60%), this yarn is machine washable, which
consumers will prefer for ease over hand wash-only and dry-
clean-only alternatives.

Malabrigo Arroyo yarn is a great example of the yarn’s
preferred weight and versatility.

Since the yarn is made from superwash merino, it is
machine washable, which consumers will prefer for ease
over hand wash-only and dry-clean-only alternatives.

Knit sample: 1x1 rib with dk weight 100% bamboo yarn
hand knit on 3.5 mm needles

Knit sample: jersey knit with dk weight 100% bamboo
yarn hand knit on 3.5 mm needles.

Materials




Pattern

The pattern was developed by simplifying the wings of two different monarch butterflies.
From there, it was warped and modified to fit each garment.

The best way to implement this into the garments is through a jacquard knit, but printing
is another viable option; however, printing is more likely to lead to tearing over time.

Methods



Pattern Sample

An example colorwork grid.

Sample




Sleeve Sample

A hand knit sleeve sample. This was knit using a dk weight
yarn on 3.75 mm needles.

Right Side

Wrong Side

Sample



reative Process
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